
The Changing Role of the Campus Library 

Caulfield Campus Library



‘The Caulfield Library will be consolidated as 

the intellectual heart of the Caulfield Campus 

and the centre piece of the eastern precinct.’ 

Caulfield Campus Library



Caulfield Campus Library
- Projected EFTSL 15,000

- Increasing post graduate enrolments and evening use

- 200,000 volumes

- 45 workpoints

- 3 formal learning or training spaces

- Disciplines: 

Art, Design & Architecture

Business and Economics

Information Technology

Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences



Purdue University Active Learning Centre
The library staff conducted a series of 

information-gathering activities 

STUDENTS

- Students want to work in a comfortable, quiet,  

managed space to do focused work

- Students expressed a preference for 

unadorned spaces that are well equipped

- A growing number of students are working in 

groups

LIBRARY STAFF

- Imagined an open, fluid collection of small and 

large spaces for learning, meeting and working

- Anticipated smaller collections
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Entry Sequence

- A new front door

- Respite and recreation

- Access to information

- Informal learning
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Access to information
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Informal learning
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Informal learning









Activated Facades
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Natural Daylight
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Portals to Learning
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Portals to Learning



Legibility



Caulfield Campus Masterplan 

Prepared by MGS Architects



Caulfield Campus Masterplan 
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Envelope 

View from North-East View from South-East 



North



Existing Conditions 



An Idea



North

Increased glazing 

to portal windows 

to maximise views 

& natural daylight

Modesty panel 

integrated into 

joinery edge

Full height frameless raked 

glazing with integrated 

lighting to soffit

Profiled soffit lining 

with integrated lighting

Colonnade width increased







East



Existing conditions



East

Remove existing 

brick infill facade & 

replace with new 

picture window 

providing views to 

Ian Potter Courtyard
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Existing Conditions



An idea
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Campus Circulation
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Existing conditions
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Shade house
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